Handbook Author says future of religion communications is here   

Gary Rowe, a presenter at the RCC Convention in Indianapolis and a futurist, is the author of the final chapter in the new RCC Handbook: “What’s Beyond: The Communication Future.” In an interview with e-Counselor, Rowe says: “We’re accustomed to thinking of media as silos unto themselves. We’re now living in a multimedia world and we need to see our messages in a multimedia way.” He advises us that means not doing business as usual. “We don’t just publish a newsletter; we provide information. What’s the best way to deliver that information and in what forms?” 

Rowe believes that in today’s quick-moving world, things are upside down. “We ought to see how children experience the world and learn from that,” he says, rather than teaching children in traditional ways. And, perhaps, we need to be a bit more kid-like to get ahead in our media-saturated communications environment. “Stand on your knees,” he says, “Get down to their level. Web sites built for kids do not get traffic if they’re not refreshed constantly. You have to be willing to see the world in a different way to let that dynamic take hold.”

One of the salient points in Rowe’s chapter is that communications is becoming more personal, more ‘intimate.” What’s a communicator to do? “We need to be very attentive to what others are doing. Look for models of success. Find ideas from the Web and other areas to connect more effectively to our constituency,” he counsels. “It’s now possible to hold weekly bible study over the Web. But, there are still and probably always will be groups that gather in neighborhood clusters. We need to think differently about what intimacy can be.”

    Want to read more? Order your copy of the new RCC Handbook now.

