Madalyn Murray O'Hair again!
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It is hard to believe, but nearly 26 years after the false rumor first spread that atheist leader Madalyn Murray O'Hair had requested that the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) ban religious programming from television, the rumor is still "alive," even though Ms. O'Hair is not. This time the rumor often involves an alleged attempt by Ms. O'Hair to get the FCC (or CBS) to take "Touched By An Angel" off the air! Some of these rumors also mention a Petition 2493.

There is no truth to this rumor, in its 1975 or 2001 forms. A Petition 2493, not involving O'Hair, was denied by the FCC in 1975. And, "Touched By An Angel," continues as a hit television program and is unlikely to be canceled by CBS anytime soon. If you need more information to respond to this rumor, check the FCC's Web site at www.fcc.gov/cib/consumerfacts/Religious.html.

There are a number of helpful Web sites that track stories like the O'Hair claims, stories often called "urban myths" or "urban legends." I use www.snopes.com. A similar site is www.urbanlegends.com.. There is also a site called www.netsquirrel.com that offers canned replies that you can copy and paste into emails to people who send you these urban legends. A related topic is that of false rumors of computer viruses. Before spreading information about an "alleged" computer virus, you might want to check www.symantec.com/avcenter/hoax.html, or ciac.llnl.gov/ciac/CIA-CHoaxes.html. Now, did you hear what happens if you put the RCC logo on your CD player and play it backwards...

